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IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTION 30(2) OF THE PA TENT RULES, YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED OF A REQUISITION BY THE EXAMINER. IN ORDER TO A VOID ABANDONMENT 
UNDER PARAGRAPH 73(1)(a) OF THE PATENT ACT, A WRITTEN REPLY MUST BE 
RECEIVED WITHIN SIX MONTHS OF THE ABOVE DA TE. 

This application has been examined as originally filed. 

There are four claims in this application. 

A search of the prior art has revealed the following: 

Reference applied 

Japanese patent application 

H05-030251 02 September 1994 G08G 1/017 Fujita et al. 

Fujita et al. teach a vehicle discrimination system for use at an electronic tollgate. Two gantries 
of antennae exist to carry out communications and accounting with a plurality of vehicles 
passing through the tollgate. 
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Anticipation 

The broad description given by claim 1 of an ETC system could apply to many of the well 
known systems in the art. In fact, the prior art described in the application would fit such a 
description (figure 5; pages 12 to 15). The tollgate of the second prior art system discussed in 
the application has two radio-communication service areas, each with its own road-side 
antenna. A control apparatus controls the radio communications through the two antennae, 
which can be executed simultaneously, on a time sharing basis. 

Fujita et al. also teach an electronic tollgate that would fit this description (abstract; figures 1 
and 2). There are two antennae for each lane (and thus two radio-communication service 
areas), and they are all connected to an antenna controller. Communications use a time- 
division multiple access (TDMA) format to avoid interference between the antennae of different 
lanes (sections 22 to 24 and 36 to 47). 

The subject matter of claim 1 has been anticipated by the prior art, as demonstrated by any one 
of the applicant or Fujita et al. Therefore, claim 1 does. not comply with paragraph 28.2(1 )(b) of 
the Patent Act. - " 1 

Obviousness 

Claims 1 and 3 describe ETC systems that would be obvious in view of the prior art discussed 
in the application (figure 5; pages 12 to 15). The tollgate of the second prior art system 
discussed in the application has two radio-communication service areas, each with its own 
road-side antenna. The first antenna is used to implement the accounting process with an on- 
vehicle device, and accounting information is written into the memory of that device. The 
second antenna is used to access the memory of the on-vehicle device and correct the 
accounting information, if necessary. A control apparatus controls the radio communications 
through the two antennae, which can be executed simultaneously, on a time sharing basis. It is 
held to be obvious that during the second antenna's accessing of the on-vehicle device's 
memory, it could be confirmed that the expected vehicle was present, and that communications 
could be terminated if not. 

The systems would also be obvious in view of the electronic tollgate taught by Fujita et al. 
(abstract; figures 1 and 2). 
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There are two antennae for each lane (and thus two radio-communication service areas), and 
they are all connected to an antenna controller (sections 22 to 24 and 36 to 47). The first 
antenna carries out the accounting process with the on-vehicle device, and therefore writes 
information in its memory. The second antenna serves as a check, and reads information from 
the on-vehicle devices memory to ensure that the proper vehicle is being charges and that the 
transaction is occurring as expected. Communications use a time-division multiple access 
(TDMA) format to avoid interference between the antennae of different lanes. It is held to be 
obvious that communications could be halted if the communications via the second antenna 
indicated that the incorrect vehicle was being charged. 

Claims 2 and 4 are dependent on one of the above claims and fail to overcome the objections 
made for that claim. 

The subject matter of claims 1 to 4 would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art in 
view of any one of the applicant or Fujita et al. Therefore, none of the claims on file comply 
with section 28.3 of the Patent Act. 



Indefiniteness v / , 

Claim 1 describes an ETC system, but does not adequately explain where the various claimed 
means are within their respective systems, nor how the means are coupled to and interact with 
each other. In addition, it is not entirely clear from the claim whether every reference to "an on- 
vehicle device" means a new on-vehicle device, or if they all refer to the same on-vehicle 
device. Also, the statement "in a way selected from plural ways including a time sharing way" is 
ambiguous. 

Claim 2 is dependent on claim 1 and fails to overcome the objections made for that claim. 

Claim 3 describes an ETC system, but does not adequately explain where the various claimed 
means are within their respective systems, nor how the means are coupled to and interact with 
each other. In addition, it is not entirely clear from the claim whether every reference to "an on- 
vehicle device" means a new on-vehicle device, or if they all refer to the same on-vehicle 
device. 
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Claim 4 is dependent on claim 3 and fails to overcome the objections made for that claim. 

Therefore, claims 1 to 4 are indefinite and do not comply with subsection 27(4) of the Patent 
Act. 

Page 17, line 9 states "load-side" instead of "road-side". 



If an identification of any prior art cited in respect of the corresponding United States application 
becomes available before the applicant's response to this report, the applicant is requested 
under section 29 of the Patent Rules to provide that identification. If the particulars are still not 
available, the reasons why must be stated. 

In view of the foregoing defects, the applicant is requested to amend the application in order to 
comply with the Patent Act and the Patent Rules or to provide arguments as to why the 
application does comply:./ 



Leigh Matheson 
Patent Examiner 
(819) 997-1425 
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(54) FACSIMILE BROADCAST/TELETEXT RECEIVER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To use a circuit for a teletext receiver in common, to 
receive a facsimile broadcast signal superimposed on a television 
broadcast signal, to compress a decoded dot image signal, to apply 
the compressed signal to a display control section of a teletext set 
in the graphic display mode and to display it on a television screen. 
CONSTITUTION: A facsimile demodulation section 17 receiving a 
multiplexed voice signal outputted from a tuner section 1 1 for 
television broadcast reception uses a band pass filter to separate a 
facsimile broadcast signal and applies the demodulated data to a 
control section 14 in common use with a teletext, a picture signal 
outputted subject to error correction is converted to a dot imafee 1 
signal via a signal conversion section 1 8 and outputted to a printer 
output terminal 20 via an interface 1 9 and the dot image signal is 
interleaved at an interval of one in the unit of dots and in the unit of 
scanning lines, or an output of a signal compression section 21 
through a majority decision circuit for each of 4 dots and each of 4 
scanning lines is fed to a display control section 1 5 for a teletext 
set in the graphic display mode, in which the signal is converted and 
outputted as a display signal. 
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